
Essential Spelling Year 6 – Term 1 
 
 

Years 3-6 are using ‘Essential Spelling and Word Knowledge Programme’ for our 
spelling teaching. This programme explores the patterns in the English language 
using a combination of morphology (the way words are formed), etymology (where 
words’ meanings came from) and the application of morphological rules. Each week 
the class will be learning to spell words by adding prefixes and suffixes to root 
morphemes. 

 

Instead of sending out lists of words to learn each week, I will send home one or 
two morpheme grids that we will be using to build words, along with any relevant 
spelling rules that we needed to make them. For example, this week, we will be 
looking at the root morphemes ‘ward’ and ‘light’, using the following grids to 
construct words like ‘awkwardly’ and ‘enlightened’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each week, I will be testing the children on 8 unspecified words. Usually, 6 of those 
words will come from the current week’s morpheme grid(s), while 2 of the words 
will revise previous week’s grids. In the first week, all 8 spellings will come from the 
two morpheme grids above. The idea is to learn how to apply spelling patterns in 
their written work rather than just learning specific words for a test.  

 

Week-by-week morpheme grids for the whole term are attached, but I will also post 
the relevant grid for each week on Teams.  

 
 



Essential Spelling Year 6 – Unit 1 
Learn for a test on Friday 11th September  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Essential Spelling Year 6 – Unit 2 
Learn for a test on Friday 18th September  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Essential Spelling Year 6 – Unit 3  
Learn for a test on Friday 25th September 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Essential Spelling Year 6 – Unit 4 
Learn for a test on Friday 2nd October 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Essential Spelling Year 6 – Unit 5 
Learn for a test on Friday 9th October 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Essential Spelling Year 6 – Unit 6 
Learn for a test on Friday 16th October 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Essential Spelling Year 6 – Unit 7 
Learn for a test on Friday 23rd October 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


