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Chair’s Report

1. What is our objective?

The objective of Sheldwich School PTA is to advance the education of
pupils in the school, in particular by:
· Developing effective relationships between the staff, parents and others associated with the school
· Engaging in activities or providing facilities or equipment which support
the school and advance the education of the pupils

2. The academic year 2024/2025

Last year I continued to chair the PTA, with trustees Kelly as treasurer and Jennie as secretary. Mrs Linter took over accounting responsibility for the interim in the Summer term. 

3. 2025 highlights

We are very proud to report an incredible profit of just over twenty thousand pounds was made last academic year, almost doubling the figure made in 2023/2024. 

This year we have focused on embedding new practices and events introduced last year, whilst maintaining the traditional larger events-namely the summer and winter fairs. There was a re-introduction of the 100 club, school disco, quiz and Sheldwich tea towels, alongside the building and development of events such as the fun run and winter fair. Generally there was a big focus on providing inclusive experiences and developing an ever visible, welcoming PTA for parents and children alike. 


4. Allocation of PTA funds

The PTA has worked on funding many projects this year, namely its main focus has been to save toward funding the upcoming development of the IT resources in the IT room. 

Additionally funds have continued to be used to support the development of the forest school in providing salopettes for example so children can explore the outdoor environment whatever the weather. 

Children have benefited from drumming lessons again this year, as well as the Christmas pantomime. Ukuleles were also bought to enrich music lessons for all. Funds have been used to buy new school production lighting to aid professionalism to school productions, as well as supporting children’s achievements with the purchase of assembly gifts.

The PTA continues to pay for the Year 6 Leavers books every year and to subsidise the Leavers Hoodies. 

Looking forward there are many possibilities of important initiatives to fund, we have a new funding request form to aid accessibility to requesting funds for staff/parents to put across their suggestions regarding expenditure.


5. Thanks and appreciations

I would firstly like to thank all the members of the PTA for running events and supporting big projects this academic year, the community support without question is why the PTA has been such a successful, happy community. 

I would like to personally thank Kelly Barker for her continued income and expenditure organisation and accounts work, Kelly has devoted so much time and effort in the PTA over the past six years and never fails to have such valuable PTA insights. 

Jennie Diddams allows the PTA to be the ever efficient organisation it is today, without her attention to detail and constant consideration the PTA would not have achieved anywhere near what it has this year and wouldn’t be what it is today.  

Gordon Sirett for his building of the Sheldwich Dad’s football team and wonderful second charity football match organisation. You’ve funded an entire sports kit for the school and continue to develop with your wonderful team fundraising opportunities and a sense of community, thank you. 

Mihali Moore for organising a second highly successful Halloween themed fun run and ensuring we weren’t all in darkness again for the Christmas fair. 

Hannah Partridge for developing the most magical Christmas grotto experience for our children.  

Thank you also to all our class representatives and Marie Heinsen for busily updating our Facebook account independently. 

Hannah Morgan too we’d continue to have no lucky dip without you, so thank you! 

A big shout out to all our events helpers pre, during  and post events, particularly Leighann who gave up a day to support us at Throwley fete. Thanks also to those local businesses that provide generous raffle donations.

A big thank you to Mrs Garrett and all the Staff at the school for their continuous support this year in helping us put on and run the events. A huge thank you to Mrs Linter for stepping in with accountancy aid  and a special thank you to Mrs Crisp and Mrs Roberts-Lee for all their help.


A huge thank you to anyone who has helped the PTA run our events. Hopefully we will be able to call upon your help again soon!

Lastly and by no means least I would like to thank all the parents, grandparents, carers and friends to the PTA who have supported our fundraising efforts. We really appreciate your support and generosity and hope that you can see the value in our efforts through the things we provide to the children. There was a very generous donation from a family this year and we cannot thank them enough for their thoughtfulness for their support of the PTA here. 


6. Feedback

Our focus as a committee is to put on events and activities with the focus being on fun, providing enjoyment  for the children, families and friends with the added bonus of fundraising for the school. We haven’t always got everything right and appreciate constructive feedback so we can work on making the events the best we can. 


7. Future events 2025/2026

We would welcome any suggestions and support for future fundraising events. So far we have:
· Regular school uniform sales
· 100 club
· Spooky fun run-date tbc
· Christmas fair-date tbc
· Christmas disco
· Christmas wreath making
· World book day book swap-date tbc
· Break the rules on April Fools day
· PTA Easter egg hunt
· Pool party-July 
· Summer fair-date tbc
· Sports day refreshments
· Charity Football match
· Summer Ice Cream Sales
· Quiz(es)-tbc
· Monthly coffee mornings to aid a community feel with parents at school
· Bimonthly meet ups in evening to aid a community feel with parents at school







8. Aims of 2025/2026

We are aiming to continue to develop a strong community feel to the PTA with the change in title to PTFA to include friends of Sheldwich which may be Sheldwich football club members or former pupil families for example. 

We also want to refresh the constitution to keep up to date with ever changing times, by following our insurers model-Parentkind to aid a greater clarity and transparency for all.

We will continue to work on utilising “easy and lucrative” methods of fundraising, for example with  Tesco Stronger Start’s schemes to support fundraising, as well as supporting parents to utilise Easyfundraising and  Benevity schemes to optimise fundraising.

We had a great deal of positive feedback in the enjoyment the pupils had regarding disco so will aim to recreate and potentially build on this success.

To continue to grow in our ability to support the school financially we wish to develop specific roles for PTA members such as catering, uniform shed and grant applying management roles to ensure greater efficiency to best serve the PTFA community. 
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